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Ts accordance with your instructions, I subait herewith dsti- 
mites raparding five eritical aftuations in the Fer East. The 
intelligence orginizetiona of tha Dapartaents of State, the sents 
the Navy, and the Atr Forus participated 4u the preparation of 

wos these eatinstes ami concur fn then, 


The eatinates foliow in the following ordari 
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ticular altustlone depend in pert on the possibility of « Soriet 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


12 October 1950 


& (ua 
G- yuurclwen, GHREAT OF FULL 


CHINESE COMMUNIST INTERVENTION 
R IN KOREA 
S/S lL STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Sf? 1, ‘To estimate the threat of full-scale Chinese Communist 
_ Fee? re intervention in Korea. 
PS 84 * 


‘ 


ay | 


ae ok farmer” CAPABILITIES 


Pe Hasendin 2, ‘The Chinese Communist ground forces, currently lacking =. . 
vequisite air and naval support, are capable of intervening effec- \ 








Ot af tively, but not necessarily decisively, in the Korean conflict, 
tad, be 
10, FACTORS BEARING ON INTENT 
‘pre 
re 3, Indications of Intentions. Despite statements by Chou En-lal, 
wae D- troop movements to Manchuria, and propaganda charges of atrocities } 
s and border violations, there are no convincing indications of anactual| 
1Fto - Chinese Communist intention to resort to full-scale intervention in i 
A / Korea. 
[ap 


a, Intervention, if yesulting in defeat of UN forces, would: 
(1) constitute a major gain in prestige for Communist Ching, con 
firming it as the premier Asiatic power; (2) constitute a major 
gain for WorldCommunism with concomitant increase in Communist 
China's stature in the Sino-Soviet axis; (4) result in the elimination 
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of the possibility of a common frontier with a Western-type 
democracy; and (4) permit the retention of sources of Man~ 
churian electric power along the Yalu River. 


b, Intervention, even if not resulting in a decisive defeat 
at UN forces, would: (1) enable the Chinese Communists to ufilize 
foreign war 45 an. explanation for failure to carry out previously 
announced economic reforms; (2) be consistent with and furnish 
strong impetus to anti-Western trends in Asia; and (3) justify a 
oe Zor maximum Soviet military and/or economic aid to 


wed gc. Intervention, with or without assurance of final victory, 
aot might serve the cause of Wi wid Communism, particularly the 
cause of the Soviet Union, in that it would involve the Western 
bloc in 2 costly and possibly inconclusive war in the Far East. 


d, The Communist cause generally and the Sino-Boviet 
bloc particularly face the prospect of a major set-back in the 
struggle with the non-Communist world if UN forces are per- . 
mitted to achieve complete victory in Korea, 





a. The Chinese Communists undoubtedly lear the con- 
sequences of war with the US, ‘Their domestic problems are of 
such magnitude that the regime's entire domestic program and 
economy would be jeopardized by the strains and the material 
damage which would be sustained in war with the US. Anti» 
Communist forces would be encouraged and the regime’s very 
existence would be endangered, 


b, Intervention would minimize the possibility of Chinese 
membership in the UN and of a seat on the Becurity Council, 
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¢, Open intervention would be extremely costly unless 
protected by powerful Soviet air cover and naval support. ‘Such 
Soviet aid might not be forthcoming because it would constitute 
Soviet intervention, 


d. Acceptance of major Soviet aid would quake Peiping - 
more dependent on Soviet help and increase Soviet control in. 
Manchuria to a point probably unwelcome to the Chinese Com- 
munist, 


ge. Hf unsuccessful, Chinese intervention would lay Peiping 
open to Chinese resentment on the grounds that China would be 
acting as a Soviet catspaw. : 


4, From a military standpoint the most favorable time for 
intervention in Korea has passed, 


£. Continued covert aid would offer most of the advantages 
of overt intervention, while avoiding its risks and disadvantages. 
Covert aid would enable the Chinese Communists to: 


(1) Avoid further antagonizing of the UN and reduce 
risk of war with the US; 


(2) Promote the China-led Asiatic peopies’ “‘revolu~ 
tionary struggle,’ while ostensibly supporting 
peace; 

“kr 

(3) Maintain freedom of action for later choice between 
abandonment of aid or continuing such covert aid as 
might be appropriate to Chinese Communist needs in 
Korea; 








P (4) Satisfy the “aid Korea’ demand in Communist 
é ‘eirelas in China and Asia generally, without 
risking war with the U8. 





T¥. PROBABILITY OF CHINESE COMMUNIST ACTION 


6. While full-scale Chinese Coramunist intervention in 
Korea must be regarded as a confinuing possibility, 4 consid- 
eration of all known factors leads to the conclusion that barring 
a Hoviet decision for global wax, such action is not probable in 
1950, During this period, intervention wil probably be confined i 
to continued covert assistance to the North Rereang,: : U 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


12 Gcteper 1850 
B, THREAT OF SOVIET INTERVENTION IN KOREA 


I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


1, To estimate the threat of direct Soviet ast inter - 
yention in Korea during 1950, | 


T. CAPABILITIES 


2. Soviet armed forces now in the Far East are capable of 
intervening overwhelmingly in Korea ‘virtually without warning, 


Tl, FACTORS BEARING ON INTENT 


4. Indisstions of Intentions, The Soviet Union to date has 
given no indication that it intends to intervene directly in Korea, 
Since the beginning of hostilities the Soviet Uniou hag sought 
4n its official statements and in its propaganda to give the im 
pression that it is not involved in the Korean altvation, More~- 
over, the USSR has taken no political or military actlona that 
constitute direct armed intervention in Korea. However, the 
Soviet Government for some tuonths has been increasingly 
improving its military capabilities in the Far East as well as 
in other strategic areas, 


4 « Favoring Soviet intervention, The defeat of 
North Korea would constitute 2 major set-back for the USSR. 
it would involve: 


a, The loss of a Satellite, and the establishment of a 
Western-orlented state on the frontiers of Comoninist Ching 
and the USER, 
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b. Giving the Western Powers a potential strategic 
bridgehéad which the Kremlin would always regard as a threat 
to the industrial, communication, and military centers of 
Manchuria and the Soviet Far Bast. 


c, Weakening the Soviet military and political position 
vissi-vis Japan, 


ad. A loss to Soviet political prestige in that it would 
demonstrate that the Kremlin is not willing to support its fol- 
lowers effectively in a Sovlet-instigated action, 


2. A joss to Soviet military prestige in that it would dead 
to a tendency, whether or not justified, to re-evaluste the éffec~ 
tiveness of Soret military equipment and tactics, 


i. A reduction In the prospects at the Boviet Union for 
expanding its political contre! by means short of war in that 
it would demonstrate. the determination and capability of the 
non-Soviet world to resist effectively Sovlet-insplred aggresuion, 





a. In weighing potential gains and risks of faneatth q 

the Soviet leaders must calculate, as an overwhelming gm sider- 

ation, that their open intervention would lead to direct hostilt- 
ties with US and other UN forces ovex an issue on which the 
Western world has achieved a new degree of wilty. Soviet 
leaders would haye no assurance that combat betwean Soviet 
and US forces would be limited by the U8 to Korea or to the 
Far Eastern theater. Consequently, a decision to intervene 
openly in Korea, in the ulimate analysia, involves a decislan 
to risk immediate and probably global war with the Ud. 
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bb. The Soviet leaders may estimate that it will he 

possible, without assuming this all~-critical risk, to ealvage 
some of the losses suffered from the Korean situation. US - 
military activities could be obstructed by extensive guerrilia 
action, which might involve the US in an extended and costly 
eccupation and which could contribute to Boviet efforts to- 
sieves in Asia a racial ennNy toward the U8 and the Western 

overs, 


T¥, PROBABILITIES OF SOVIET ‘ACTION 


§. It is believed that the Soviet leaders will not consider 
that their prospective lasses in Korea warrant direct military 
intervention and a consequent grave risk of-war. They will. 
intervene in the Korean hostilities only if they have decided, 
not on the basis of the Korean situation alone, but on the basis | 
of Overvali considératlotis, that it ta to their. intedest, to pre- 
cipitatea global war ‘at this timd. .. 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


42 October 1950 
C. THREAT OF CHINESE COMMUNIST INVASION OF FORMOSA 


I, STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


i. ‘Po agtimate the threat of Chinese Communist invasion 
af Formosa during 1890, 


I. CAPABILITIES 


3. Despite certain definite Chinese Communist deficiencies 
in naval and air forces and probably in amphibious training and 
doctrine, the Communists sre now capable of launching an in- 
yasion against Formosa with about 200,000 troops and moderate 
alr cover, The USSR could at a minimum furnish tacticn! advice 
and technical and logistle support, 


3. Alfhough Chinese Nationallst forces are sufficient in 
number and materiel to defend Farmiosa, lack of staying power, 
poor command structure, lack of inter-service coordination, 


questionable morale and shortages of some types af aminunition 


make thelr defense capabilities questionable, 


4, Without direct Soviet participation and given strong naval 
and alr assistance by the US armed forces, the Chinese Nation- 
alist defense forces are capable of holding‘ Formosa against a 
deternined Chinese Communist invasion, 


tl, FACTORS BEARING ON INTENT 
Intentions. Frequent official statements of 


the Chinese oer have clearly indicated theix intention 
to seize control of Formosa, However, available intelligence does 
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not indicate their intention to do so in the fmediate future, 

An unknown factor bearing upon the intent to invade is the 

degree of control the- USSR is capable of exercising over the 

ct Communists, and the Boviet intent with respect to 
‘Ormosa, 


G6. Factors Favoring Invasion of Formosa. 


&. The occupation of Formosa would remove the 


‘ symbol of Nationalist resistances; eliminate a potential 


source of coordinated opposition to the Chinese Communist 
regimes and would seriously diminish continued anil-Com~- 
munist resistance in China and throughout Southeast Asia. 


.b, Abandonment or continued postponement of an 
attack on Formosa would result in 4 loss af “faece"’ to the 
Chinese Communists. 


& Formosa would provide the Chinese eben 
with a small but significant source of foreign exchange, and 
a potential source of rice, thereby contributing somewhat te 
Chinese Communist capabilites for economic reconstruction, 


%. Factors Opposing an Invasion of Formosa. 
2» Success would be buprobable. 


2b, An attack involves the risk of war with the US as 
long as US-iorees are interposed hetween Formosa and the 
mainland. The Chinese Communist leadership would be re~ 
luctant to jeopardize its popular support, domestic achlevements, 
and internal program by an attack on Formosa that could lead 
to retaliatory alx attacks on Chinese citles, to 4 strict block~ 
ade of the Chinese coast, to strong economic sanctions, and to 
protracted warfare that could sap Chinese economic strength. 
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c, The Chinese Communists face serious domestic 
problems, including banditry, widespread unrest, guerrilla 
opposition, economic stagnation, agrarian malndjustments, 
and the problems involved In consolidating the Communist 
Party's political control, For these reasons the danger exists 
that, if atlacks should fall or prove unduly costly, the present 
apparent solidarity of the Communist regime would be subjected 
to a severe Strain, 


i. In view of current UN interest in Formosa, the 
Chinese Communists have some reason to hope for a favorable 
political solution. ; 


YY, PROBABILITY OF CHINESE COMMUNIST INV ASTON 
8, It is believed that barring a Soviet decision to precipi- | 


tate global war, an invasion of Formosa by the Chinese Com- 
munists will not be attempted during the remainder of 1950, 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


13 October 1965 


D, THREAT OF A CHINESE COMMUNIST INVASION OF 
TNDOCHITA 


if STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


4, To estimate the threat of a Chinese eouaiaiet fevasien 
of Indochina in 1950, 


Tl. CAPABILITIES 


2, From forces presently deployed near the Indochina 
border, the Chinese Communists could commit 100,000 troops 


. for an invasion of Indochina without appreciable forewarning. 


Approximately 190, 000 additional Chinese Communist troops 
could arrive at the "border in support of an invasion within ten 
days. Reinforcements and supplies might be moved by sea ta 
rebel~held sections of the Indochina coast, Tt is also within 
Chinese Communist capabilities to furnish air support for an 
invasion, : 


8, These capabliities could be exercised itech seagmae a 
te other possible Chinese Communist military operations in 
Far East, except to the already inadequate alr support for a 
sinulianeous North Korean or Formosan intervention, 


4, If the Chinese Communists should invade Indochina, it 
is almost certain that the defending forces under the French 
would soon lose all of Vietnam, except Cochin China, 
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i, FACTORS BEARING ON INTENT 
$. Indications of Intentions. 





a. The construction and improvement of roads, railroads, 
and air facilities; the provision of technical and training assistince 
and advisory persomnel; present lozistic support from the border 
provinces of Kwangtung, Kwangsi, and Yunnan~-all these might be 
construed as ‘positive indicators of an impending invasion. These 
activities, however, might also be indicators of an increase in 
the flow of Chinese Communist ald to the Viet Mink Communists, 
rather than of Chinese lovasion, 


Bb, Although Chinese Communists have given propaganda 
support | to the Viet Minh, there has been no public Chinese Com~« 
munist atatement which contd reasonibly be construed as a com~ 
mitment te invade or as justification for Invasion, 


& Factors Favoring Intervention. 


a, A Chinese Communist invasion of Indochina would be 
the most rapid means of establishing a Communist Indochina, 


b. The fall of Vietnam to the Communists would facilitate 
establishment of Communist control over Burma and Thailand, 


ce, An early Communist victory in Indochina would in 
part offget the loss of International Communist prestige occa» 
sioned by Communist reverses in Korea, 








a, The Chinese Communists, operating on behalf of 
International Communism, might invade thdochina with the hope 
- that, even if UN intervention should deprive them of complote 
victory, Western bloc forces wonld be involved in inconclusive 
warfare in the Far East, ‘ 


a 
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a, A Chinese Communist invasion of Indochina would 
greatly increase the rigk of Chinese Communist involvement 
in war against'the Western Powers or the UN, as well as the 
risk of global war, 





b. Recent Viet Minh military successes have increased 
the probability that Communist control of indochina can be wWitl- 
mately secured without resort to Chinese Communist invasion, 
providing there is no major increase of presently planned ex~ 
ternal assistance to the French and thefy supporters. 


£. Viet Minh capabilities can be substantially increased 
without resort to open intervention, 





d. Invasion of Indochina by Chinese Communist troops 
would arouse local anil-Chinese sentiment and could be a 
serious source of command conflict between Peiping and Viet 
Minh leadership. : 


& A Chinese Communist invasion would tend to antag- 
see onixe the presently neutral states of Asia, particularily Inddia.. 


i, Communist China’s prospects for membership in the 
UN and UN-sponsored organizations would be jeopardized and the 
opportunity for the establishment of diplomatic relations with 
powers outside the Soviet orbit would be curtailed, 





- &. Chinese Communist invasion of Indochina might provide 
the US with an impelling reason for retaining ih the vicinity of 
Formosa+~a major objective of tie Chinese Communist government-- 

-the U8 Seventh Fleet, 


93122777 





T¥. PROBABILITIES OF CHINESE COMMUNIST INVASION 


Tt is estimated that an open Chinese Communist inyaslon-- 
while possible and capable of being launched with little or no 
preliminary warning~-is buprobable in 1950, lt is highly prob-~ 
able, however, that the Chinese Communists will increase the 
substantial military assistance already being given to the Viet 
Mink forces, 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


12 October 1950 


E. COMMUNIST CAPARILITIOS ANDY THREAT IN ‘THE 
PHILIPPINES 


1, STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


1, To estimate the Communist capabilities and threat in 
the Philippines, . : 


Tl. CAPABILITIES 


2, The Buks, The Buks (Hukbone Managpalaya Ng Ba ran 
are today the army of Philippine Communism, led by avowed 
Communists who follow the policies and seek to further the 
objectives of World Communism. Thelr armed strength is 
estimated at no more than about 10,000. The Huke are essen" 
tially a guerrilla organization, utilizing “ hit and run” ‘tactics; 
making raaxiinum use of the elements of surprise, cholce of © 
terrain, and mobility: and avoiding frontal engagement with 
government forces, The Huks, who are limited almost exclu- 
sively to infantry weapons, have the capability of mounting 
several comparatively large-scale (800-500 men) coordinated 
attacks simultaneously against widely separated targets, During 
1948-50, they have expanded their areas of operation throughout 
Luzon and to other islands of the Philippines, In recent months 
they hava carried out better coordinated and more widespread 
attacks, The Huks have terrorized local communities ami inter- 





fered with travel. They ¢an extend and intensify their operations, 


particularly in weukly defended provincial areas, and may well 
stage another series of coordinated attacks before the end of 
1950, 
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%. Supporting Blements. 


4 & Support of the Huk movement, apart from that derived 
"ae from unorganized lawless elements, is Tound among large numbers 
of peasants, who willingly ox by force and intimidation contribute 
to the Huk movement, Another source of support is found in the 
Philippine labor movement, where low real wages and poor conditions 
of work permit exploitation of the union movements by Communist 
ii ali vance te ne wernalile. matcal ve dante Ke bt be ran Ae 
{ b, Since the Communists have achieved power in China, 
it is Gelieved thatapproximately half.a million Philippine Chinese 
have already aligned themselves with the Peiping regime, Such 
Chinese are probably facilitating Communist communicdtions, 
oe nancial support, and otherwise rendering ald to the 











: & Available intelligence does not indicate that the Huks 
have received, or are likely to receive, sufficient assistance from 
external Communist sources to alter thelr military capabilities 
Significantly during 1950, 





eee 4. Government Counterme: . Government efforts to 
deal with the Huk problem have been ineffective thus far, Govern- 
ment forces have been and are able to mainttin over-all intexnal . 
sevurity but are unable to control local areas where dissident 
groups are strongest, Recently reorganized armed forces may 
be able to deal more effectively with Huk activities, but little 
‘ improvement is anticipated during 1950, Disitlusionment with 
os the government's ineffectiveness has caused many persons who 
are not active Huk supporters ta become Indifferent and unce- 
operative toward government efforts to stamp out the dissident 
forces, Tha government, moreover, has shown little disposition 
to adopt and implement basic agrarian and social reforms which — 
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might reduce considerably the mimber of peasants who aup- 
portithe Huks. Such a reduction would lessen measurably 
Huk capabilities and the intensity of their operations, ‘but 
‘would aot eliminate the hard core of the Huk movement which 
would continue to pose a burdensome security problem, 


TV, CONCLUSIONS 
5, While the Huks are capable of conducting widespread, 
coordinated raids particularly in central Luzon, and creating 


some disturbances in the Manila area, it is estimated that they 
cannot overthrow the Philippine Government in 1950. . 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


12 October 1950 





FY GENERAL SOVICT AND CHINESE COMMUNIST INTENTIONS 
AND CAPABILITIES IN THE FAR EAST 
I, STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


1, To estimate general Soviet and Chinese Communist inten- 
tions and capabilities in the Far East In 1950, , 


i 
l 
re TL. OBJECTIVES 





_ &, The Soviet Union and Communist China share the common, 
objective of establishing Communist control throughout the Far 
‘East, Logically, both would prefer to secure this objective with 
out resort to general war. The Soviet Union includes in ifs objec 
tive Kremlin control of a commumized Asia, including Ching. While 
Chinese Communists may well object to such Kremlin control, they 
have given no overt indication that they do not accept the primacy 
fe of Moscow in International Communiem, 


Ti. CAPABILITIES 





| 3, Short of Direct Employment of Armed Force 

f Union and Communist China have the Capacity, through a continua« 
, tion of measures short of war, further to develop the strength of 
can Communism in all areas In the Far-East except those occupied by 

US or UN forces, It is estimated, however, that in no area of the 

i Far East, except Tibet and possibly Indochina wiless pregently- 

' planned external assistance is increased, do they haye the capa~ 

i bility of establishing complete Communist contre! during 1950 

é through such measures, 
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ale Employment of Armed Forces, in 


“4, Wa vm. 


% 3 EE a 3 
the event of war beg: 
&, The Soviet Union acting alone has the capability 

of rapidly occupying Korea, Hokaide and Okinawa; of launching 

. @ substantia] amphiblous-alrborne invasion of Honshu; and of —- - 
conducting harassing attacks.on the Aleutians, Kyqahi, Formosa, , 
the Philippines, and other islands in the adjacent waters, and 
Hnes of communication, 






‘fo overrum Tibet and substantial portions of the imaink 
Southeast Asia, and to make a strong athick on Kores.. 


b, Communist China acting along Bospesses the capabliity 





f£, In combination, the Soviet Union and Communist Ching . 
have the capability of overrunning practically all the Asiatic main~ 
Yand and possibly of occupying all Japan and Formosa, oo 


iV. INTENTIONS 


&, Both the Soviet Union and Communist China have clearly. 
indicated that they intend to pursue without pause thelr goal.of- — 
eeeiney ‘extending Communist control over every vulnerable area in the 
Far East by every means open to them short of direct use of 
their armed forces, Neither has given concrete Indication of 
‘an intention to employ during 1990 its own armed forces outside 
its own boundaries, ar 


G. It is estimated in particular that, barring a Soviet deci- 
sion to precipitate a global war, the Soviet Union will not during 
19o0 intervene directly with its armed forces in Korean hostil- 
ities, and the Chinese Communists probably will not in 1950 
attempt to invade Korea, Formosa, or Indochina. . 


Y. With respect to a possible Soviet decision to precipitate ae 
global war, the latest agreed conclusions are set forth In 
Enclosure G, 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY: ” . 


12 Ontober.1950.. -- 


&, CONCLUSIONS REGARDING A POSSIBLE SOVIET. DECISION. «- 
: EO PRECIPITATE GLOBAL-WAR . 


1, The Soviet rulers are simultancously motivated by Marxiat-., 
Leninist-Stalinist doctrine and by considerations affecting the posi-. 

~ ton of the SovietUnion as a world power, “They haya made clear - 
_ that'their long-term object {s to establish World Communiam under - 


the domination of the Kremlin. ‘Their immediate suman however, 
are; 





; a To mitintain the control of the Kremlin ‘over. the peoples. , 
os of the Sovlet Union. 


b. To strengthen the economic and military position and 
defend the territory of the Soviet Union, 


c, To consolidate control over tha European and pee 
whee Satellites (including Communist China), 


ad, To make secure the strategic approaches to the Soviet 
Union, and to prevent the establishment, in Europaand Asia, of 
forces capable of threatening the Soviet position, 


eu 2 To eliminate Anglo-American influence in Europe and 
Se i 24 a. 


3d, To establish Soviet domination over Europe and Asia. 
£ To weaken and disintegrate the non-Soviat world generally. 
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The Soviet Union will try to pursue these objectives 
simultaneously, In case of conflict between one and another 
of these objectives, however, it may be expected that the 
Soviet rulers will attach greater importance to the first 
four listed, and inthat order, 





2, On the basie that the long-term object of the Soviet 
rulers is immutable and dynamic, and that the Western Powers 
are not prepared te succumb to Soviet domination without a 
fight, there is, and will continue to be, grave danger of war 
betweed the Soviet Union and its satellites on the one hand, 
and the Western Powers and their allies on the other, 


.. %, The Soviet Union will continue relentlessly its aggres~ 
sive pressures on the power position of the Western nations, 





' 4 The Soviet rulers could achteve, and are Ina fair way 
towards achieving, the first three parts of thelr object (sex a, 
b, & above) without risk of involvement in direct armed conflict - 


& Parts de f,and g of their object are improbable of achieve~ 
reanet ment without the employment of armed force, though there are 
) still factors in the existing situation which might well lead Soviet 
rulers to consider that, in certain circumstances, and in the 
absente of effective armed apposition by the Western Powers, they 
: might ultimately attain these parts of their object without the overt 
involvement of Soviet armed forces. 

*. 6, In pressing to achieve parts det, and g of their object, 
the Soviet rulers will, at certain stages, Inevitably impinge upon 
the vital interests of the Western Powers and so incur the risk 

& of involvement in a general war precipitated through the necessary 
reactions of the Western Powers, sey To 8 
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’ . ip the belief that their abject cannot be fully attiined 
without jevolvament in 2 general war against the Western 
Powsts, Hie Soviel rulers may decide deliberately to pra- 
yoke sath a war ata moment when, fa thelr opinion, the — 
strength of the Soviet Union vis-k-vis the Western Powers - 
is at its maximum, Tf is estimated fiet such a period exists 
now and will extend from the preseet ierough 1964 (Note 13 
with iis peak at about halfway, ie,, 1052 (Note 2), 


¢ 
y 


8. From the point of view of miliary forces and economic 
potential, the Soviet Ustoo-is fa a povition to conduct a general: 
war of Iimied duration now if Soviet rnlers thought if desirable 
of expedient, 


%. While intelligence is lackizg to permit a yalld prediction _ 
as to whether or when the Sovlet Union may actually exercise 
ths inftiative and capability to launch 2 general war, in view of 
the foregoing it imat be recognized that the risk of a general 
war exists now and hereafter at anytime-when the Soviet rulers 
* may elect to fake action which threatens, wholly or iu part, the 
Vital interests of the Wester Powers, 


dpe 


NOTE 1; 1854 being the date by which it js assumed that North 
Aflantic Treaty Organization forces in Europe will be 
bullt up to such a strength that they can withstand the 
Initial shock of surprise attack; and when the gap between 
the relative strength of the Western Union forces and those 
of the Soviet Union will have begun to contract. 





NOTE 2: Le, whem te Soviet Union has made good some essential 
deficiencies io atomic homb stock pile, and in certain 
types of alroraft; and before the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization economy is fully geared to the wax effort. 
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BRRBRATA for Central Intelligence Agency Top Secret 
Memorandum of 12 October 1990 #32615 


A phrase has been omitted from Bidioauve E, Communist 
Capabilities and Threat in the Philippines. The phrase 

*“a number of the ”’ belongs in paragraph 3.b, this making 
the first sentence of 3.b. sedis *tgince the Communists have 
achieved power in China, it {s believed that a number of the 
approximately half a million Philippine Chinese have already 
aligned themselves with the Peiping regime.” 
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